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The description of vowels in Welsh
Takeshi Koike

Abstract :The purpose of the present study is to attempt a phonetic
transcription of some Welsh words based on the principles of
spelling and pronunciation summarized in Orgraff yr iaith
Gymraeg (‘The Orthography of the Welsh Language’), especially for
the use of Welsh learners. Our focus is mainly on the length of
monophthongs. Though the Orgraff suggests the three-term length
opposition (long, short, medium), here the two-term opposition
(long-short) is adopted, regarding ‘medium’ as a shorter variant of a
long vowel. With the absence of standard pronunciation, but with

the presence of standard spelling in the language, it is argued that,
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at least for learners, phonetic transcriptions based on the spelling
principles of the Orgraff may be used as a useful starting guideline

for Welsh pronunciation.

NELTA TEFHEMNTOAMLEBREOF T, Hr OHFBFEORKE
PRLEGSFEELDVDLEBELEINT WD, HAT A TEICITELRELRED
DNTRENLRNWI LG, FRRELICOVTHEENR DR
o M. WATATEEOKY FHANTERITEELLL TWD, o
T, BYOYTFHANCESWEZEFF LT, EZEOFELEEL ORBEILR
HDOENTH, DRty FHRFCEIREOTFFELELTAHTHD L
BELZoND, RBEERTIE, WA T7A7EOBRYTFHANEZE D [h
LT A JFEIEEW] (Orgraff yr iaith Gymraeg, 1928 ; UL F [1E#E1%])
ICESE, RICHBEORAOKRTLOMFICEHL, BREEFTHE
HONTWSONDOHGEDFFRILZ A A D,

FTEEZE]iICENETE. V2 T4 7EORFICIE. E (hir) - & (byr) -
H[#] (canolig) O =FE ORI 1’ H 5, Jones (1984)1%. B LT A F
FEERRIRRIZIT., BEE T, BEEED /A, e, a, 0, u/. HMERFTOD
l1,e,a,0,0,0/ii D _FEFENHY , MAFTHNTITAEIZTEREFT &L T,
BETEBELELLTREIND, LTS, TEEE]I TELLTY
LZ2HMEEELIE, AICRAEETH, HEHBE LIV bEETHENDO F N
B bl b, BHEOHBEO THOORRE] L THESINT
BETHDI, ARETIE, FEMVICEERSRE (BEREE) CEBE
(iR RE) O —fFHEAMBEL., FIFICEFEERL S () 247, FME
eI, REFoRsichMmEsoRs () 2 LTERT D,

ALTATHEOERE (HHLFEOHA)

B <a> <e> <i><u><y> <o> <w> <y>
ERF a: e: i: 0: u:
R RE a e i o’ u
(SRS a £ 1 B) U div

HEEIHEHNTEFCENY, BEBNTEE -8 - PRV
nNhrokstnd, BEORSE, ThizaLE@HAENICED DL
B, XLt oFHoME (AEH, MEH) ., TZHEHOS S IXEH
AL TWDFEORBEICHID ZLnZ v, LUTFICRDESIC, BE
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DEMN TN EHRMOREICLSTEZORETOEEN H D R HEH H
KHLGEIICIE, TOERITIBVETTHSTHLY ., FISAHWICTEVWSG S
ik, Tz bREE () 2REO RISHT, T, BHEd - #
BHIICBT2HEEETORMICET S [EEE] b Z2EHN L., £
Ex oS FEFL 2V CHEBOSTERILE21T I,
[HEFHOBA] BEEE - HonwTFhnicisd,

QBT OLA (BEORICERT D2 FERRW) EREEERD,

ci/ki:/ K ; da/da:/ BV ; 1le /te:/ PR

MHETHOHESE (BEOBICFENRLIED)
cEBHIN S TKRDLDDIEEIIT, BEIEwIcEL D,

plant /plant/ ¥ fit & ; pump /pimp/ 5 ; merch /mery/
S
EHEIN/p, t,k,m, NNOWT N TKRDLIGAIZIL, BT
2%,
het /het/ W87 ; llac /tak/ #%\> ; llong /lon/#h
ELASICRRE ERD2GEICIE, 7y 720 F2EL<,
tap /ta:p/ 7 — 7 ; sét /se:it/ J§ gwréng /gwre:n/ — &
[EF7
T N/b,d, g, v, 8, f,, s/ DT NNTKRDLLILGSE., REE
L%,
byd /bi:d/ 5 ; tad /ta:d/ X ;ceg/ke:g/ 1 ;haf/ha:v/
=}
cHEORIC/ILINHLS A, BEIEESTIEIELS 250, #lst
FZ2HH 5, LB TCEHELS RS DL, ZDO LX) REH
MH -l TROLHEERHGFIZ.BETOREZE R L TR,
gwell /gwe:l/ (FE) : /gwel/ (dEE) X b Bw
cREO®ZRIZ/N N B GE. BERREMFOLGENH D
(1) <i><uw>DHHIE, BRREF LR (W7y 78y IS ER
L)
hir /hi:x/ £V ; tir /ti;r/ K# ; llun /lin/ B E
(i) <a>,<e>, <o>, <w>, <y>IZ R R F - HEHF W H OHE» &
5, RETEOLAEICOARMT 7 VEEHT S,
car /ka:r/ %3 % ; car /kar/ ¥ : ton /to:n/ F ton /ton/

5
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[BEEHOFR] 22 CTlE. BBOLLIKREE _HFHAOEFIZOW
TORHLH, BEEFE-EH- -FHoOVnTANCTR D,
(a) REFE _HHILMREH OGS  RRETICR D,
diog /'di:og/ SV 7% bisgien /bisi'giczon/ B X7 v
K
(b)) KEH _HHiNHEH OHE
FHIN O EDOFETKDLIGEIE. AREICRD,
plentyn /'plentin/ +fit ; pontydd /'pontid/ #& (#)
fi2s/p, t, k, m, p, |, SsOVTANTHKRDDGEITIT, B
(2725,
ateb /'ateb/ % %2 llongau /'tonai/ #iy (#)
#iAb,d g v, D, f, T, XIOWTRLTKDLIEE, PR
(272 %,
tadau /'ta'dai/ &7 % gobaith /go-bai6/ i &
CEHES NTRDLHEEE, PTRBEICRDD ZEBZ 0,
caled /'ka'led/ [E VY Nadolig /na‘'do’lig/ 7 UV A~ X
- EHIA, I OWT RN TKRDLIGEIR, BEIXFMBE
FEEFICRL, MEFFETFLIO, BETFETZENRT
BERT 5,
bara /'ba'ra/ /X tonau /'tonai/ & ()
cerrig /'kerig/ 41 (#2) tonnau /'tonai/ # (#)

o o

fav.y
H

fav.y
H
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i . Ball & Williams (2001) Chapter 1.
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i. [IEZvE] §§23-29, §§37-45 (pp.15-18, pp.37-45)
ii.Z2 2 CHEHL TWAEFHEE ST Jones (1984: 53-5T) 2 &M L 7=,

Jones (¥, REICEHLTIEIEREYE GhfERET). BT (BERE) L
XL TV AR,

. lEHICHEREE TH D,



